
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Jessica Krim       

Department: Teaching and Learning     Phone Number: (618) 650-3728 

E-mail Address: jkrim@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1049 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SIUE campus 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   Teacher demographics in the United States are typically female, middle class, white, and monolingual, and the 

population of students of color has grown by 10% in the past 12 years, and will continue in the coming decades. It is 

important for teacher candidates to experience interacting with individuals from a variety of backgrounds in order to 

understand the academic and social needs of the students they teach.  

   Research that began in Fall 2017 is currently underway. Students in a variety of education programs have been 

surveyed and interviewed regarding their awareness of cultural diversity, and have written reflections over the 

course of several weeks. This data is currently being analyzed in order to determine how best practices for courses at 

SIUE can also meet the needs of our population of teacher candidates. Students involved in this project will be 

analyzing these reflections and writing a report that summarizes their findings. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

URCA Assistants accepted to this research project would survey reflections for common themes and write a final 

report summarizing their findings. URCA Assistants selected for the spring of 2018 would need to complete human 

subjects training, and participate in this project for a total of 2 semesters (although this project is only guaranteed 

URCA designation in the spring of 2018; future semesters may or may not be designated as URCA). They would be 

working with at least one other student, sharing the responsibility of developing a coding framework for common 

themes, and using this framework to code the reflections from 3 semesters of student data. Students involved in this 

project will also learn about inter-rater reliability and use these skills throughout the project. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

URCA Assistants accepted to this research project will learn about conducting research with human subjects, how to 

develop a coding framework and use it to code qualitative data, and the importance of inter-rater reliability in this 

research. They will also develop an appreciation for the field of educational research and a deeper understanding of 

the issues that are addressed within cultural diversity awareness, both nationally and internationally. 

 



 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students are mostly provided with the opportunity to set their own schedule, and may work together or alone, 

however there are times which group work is required, and these meetings will be scheduled based on URCA 

Assistant and researcher availability. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Everything will be on campus. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No. 

 


